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Jill Soukup, in paint-spattered overalls, ushers me into her studio where 
model horses from her childhood line a shelf. A sweeping window frames 

both the Colorado foothills and the construction beginning across the nearby 
highway. The setting is a poetic reflection of  her muses: equines and architec-
ture. Soukup explains: “Fundamentally, everything comes down to abstraction 
for me. There’s edgy play in the abstraction of  architecture, and I like to take 
that quality and apply it to my horse paintings.” 

By grouping equines in her work, she creates architectural forms using the 
lines of  the horses’ legs and the spaces formed in between to echo the shapes 
of  buildings. Then, adding subtle contrasts, she builds depth and dimension. 
Muted values intensify brilliant pigments, shadows enhance highlights, and 
feathery brush strokes amplify crisp edges. The result is a work which, if  cut 
into a series of  tiny rectangles, would each contain enough variation and struc-
ture to be successful as a miniature painting. This level of  density and detail is 
precisely what Soukup is striving for. “I want the subject matter to draw you in, 
but I want there to be enough subtleties of  brush stroke, color, and texture that 
the owner of  the painting never gets tired of  looking at it.”          

Despite an enthusiastic discussion about art theory, it becomes apparent that 
the subject matter of  Soukup’s paintings is rooted in emotion. As a child, she 
adored horses. “I started drawing [horses] as a way to be connected to them,” 
she says. Although she gave up her girlhood dream of  owning a horse in favor 
of  becoming an artist, her need to interact with these powerful, graceful animals 
remains. Regular visits to the Chico Basin Ranch near Colorado Springs allow 
the artist to get up close and personal with her models. “I used to go out to the 
field with my painter’s box. They’d have 15 to 20 horses in the field, and before 
I knew it I’d be in the very center of  them. It was such a rush!” 

Soukup’s work will be on display in a solo exhibit, Industrial & Equine Architecture, 
through May 22 at the Longmont Museum & Cultural Center in Colorado.

— Amy Pallas
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